The Ministry of the Word

Whereas the preaching of the Word of God is to be central in the ministry of local churches so that believers may be built up in the faith and so that the lost may be reached for Christ; and

Whereas Baptists historically have been characterized by the fervent, practical exposition of the Scriptures and among Baptists have arisen some of the greatest of preachers; and

Whereas there is a marked and growing tendency in some evangelical circles today to minimize the importance of preaching as it has been understood commonly and to substitute for it experiences denoted by various terms currently in vogue such as: interacting, sharing, dialoguing, “rapping”, and others; and

Whereas influential pastors, authors, and Christian leaders have declared that rather than pulpit preaching we should substitute informal sessions wherein a leader directs a discussion about the Scriptures rather than proclaiming the truth of the Scriptures;
Be it resolved that we, the messengers of the churches in fellowship with the General Association of Regular Baptist Churches, meeting in Annual Conference in Seattle, Washington, June 21–25, 1976, declare strongly that, while appreciating the value of informal discussions about the Scriptures, we do not believe that such can or should replace the public proclamation of the Word by one who is gifted of God to do so; and

Be it further resolved that we announce our conviction that preaching, as evidenced by the language and examples of the New Testament, is the authoritative and public declaration of the truths of God as found in Holy Scripture, that we encourage our local churches and our approved schools to magnify the office of preaching, and that we earnestly pray that more and more young men might be directed of God's Spirit into this great work.
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