The Rapture of the Church

Whereas the Scriptures hold out to the believer the blessed hope that someday, perhaps today, the Lord Jesus Christ will return in the air and take to heaven His bride, the Church; and

Whereas this event will occur prior to the seventieth week of Daniel, that terrible period of divine judgment upon the nations of earth, thus preserving the Church from any part of this tribulation; and

Whereas there are a growing number of speakers, authors, and leaders denying this great truth and declaring instead that the Church will go through all or part of this period of divine judgment; and 

Whereas in a previous Annual Conference the body of messengers clarified the intended meaning of the doctrinal statement by declaring that the GARBC believed in the rapture of the Church prior to the tribulation period;
Be it resolved that we, the messengers of the churches in fellowship with the General Association of Regular Baptist Churches, meeting in Annual Conference in Seattle, Washington, June 21–25, 1976, rejoice in the wonderful truth that, in God's gracious plan, all who are members of the Body of Christ will be delivered from the seven years of awful trial which are yet to come upon the earth.
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